SPECIAL TEXT 
No 3-20.153 


TANK PLATOON SOP 


ST 3-20.153 
US Army Armor Center & School 
Fort Knox, KY, January 2002 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 








| KEE eE A EEEE EE EEE E AE 3 
Part I. COMMAND AND CONTROL (C2) ......cccsecceeteeeeeseeeeeseeeeenees 4 

| Organization and Command .........cccccceceeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneeeseeees 4 
Troop-Leading Procedures .........s:cccccceesesseeceeeeeesseeeeeeeeeeeeeeenees 5 

| QU ONS cs oo ce ei roo nn dated eee cewek wren te etn sat ne tast deattae sane ceatceete 6 
| Reporting Locations ...........:csscccssessssssesessessessessceeseesesseecseaes 11 
Communications Guidelines .............:cescceceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 12 

| Readiness Conditions (REDCON) .........:::cccssesseeeceeeseeseeereeeee 12 
FBCB2 Start-up Procedures .........ccccssseeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 13 

| Radio Channel Preset Procedures ........:::cccssssseeeeeeeeeesseeeeeeee 15 
Attachments and Detachments ... . 16 

Limited Visibility Operations .... we 18 

Part Il. TACTICAL OPERATIONS. ........ceccseecseeeeesteeeeeeeseeeeeeeneenes 19 
Quartering Parties ........eccsecsseeesenseeeeseeeeeeeeeeeseeesseeeeeeeneneneee 19 
Assembly Areas ..... . 20 

| Tactical Road March . fee 25 
Convoy: ESCort::2:.scccdeceectindeteseceeretie ns teedecdyestettcced inate 31 
Observation Posts .........cccccceeeeeseeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaees 33 

Passage Of LINES. ivicccsiesetinceccaccciceeeceevieesecthtnenectenteceeenianeseeties 36 

Relief in PlaCe: seiicincecctcsncencecectesieceseees cautencteseeeecateentedseuesecane 38 

| Operations Security (OPSEC) .........:cccesssseeceeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeesees 41 
Offensive Operations — Tactical Movement ..........::::sseseee 43 

| Offensive Operations — Actions on Contact .........:::ceeseeeeee 48 
Platoon Tactical TaSKS .........cc:ceccceeeesceeeeeeeeeeeeeneeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 58 

| Breaching Operations ..........cccsseeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeneeeseeees 67 








ST 3-20.153 


ST 3-20.153 2 





TABLE OF CONTENTS (continued) 
Part Il. TACTICAL OPERATIONS (continued) 





Defensive Operations — Preparation of a BP „~.n 72 
| Defensive Operations — Hasty Occupation | 
Of a BP A E A T 73 
| Defensive Operations — Deliberate Occupation | 
ofa BP sssstticsisececacseicciessiveséedstecdiessvotscesscddceaseuearaanstusvesests 75 
| Fire: Support‘. a ed eine cael ey 77 | 
Air Defense one aanp aen aea a Eaa aea EE 79 
NBC Operations .........c:cecccceeeeseeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesseaeeeeeeeseeeeneeeeeee 80 
Consolidation and Reorganization .........:::ccccsessseeeeeeeeeeeeeee 89 
Part Ill. SERVICE SUPPORT. ........cccccseeeseeeeeeeeseeeeseeeeeeeseeeneeeeeeees 93 
Resupply and Related Services ...........::::cccceeesseeeeeeeeeeeeeseeees 93 
| Medical and Personnel Services ............c:cccsseeeeseeeeeseeeeeeeee 99 | 
| Material Services ..........ccsssssssesceesesssessseeeeeseseseeecneesaeasanes 103 | 
| Part IV. STABILITY OPERATIONS AND | 
SUPPORT OPERATIONS ........cccssessseeeseteeeeeseeeeeeeee 104 
Conduct Reserve Operations ...........:ccs:ceccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 107 
| Operate a Traffic Control Point ...........:ccseeccceeeeeseseeeeeeeeees 108 | 
| Conduct Convoy Escort .........ssscsscsessssesesessessesesesecsessesenseees 111 | 
Support Proofing/Breaching Operations .......ssssssssssnsssnnsennnn 112 
| Conduct a Mounted Patrol ...........ccccsssscseeseseeeseseeeeeeseeeneee 113 | 
Conduct Actions at a Mine Strike .......... cece eeeseeeeeseeeneeeee 114 
| Conduct Cordon and Search Operations ..........:::::ccsesssee 115 | 
| Dealing with the Media ............:s:cscsssssesssessesessssesesseeesseeeees 116 | 
| Part V. URBAN OPERATIONS. ........ccceseeseeeseeeeeeeeeeeenseeesenenenntes 117 | 
Offensive Urban Operations ......esasssssessssessnnnnrrnnnnnnnnrnnnnnnnnne 117 
| Defensive Urban Operations ..........:ccccccccceeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 121 | 
| Transporting Infantry on Tanks ...........cccsescssesssessesessseeeees 125 | 
| ANNEX A OPERATIONS SECURITY ..sssssessseesesesenrenrnnns 127 | 
| ANNEX B PRE POR HS) AEE ER conch adeasats neater loten: 129 | 
| ANNEX C RISK MANAGEMENT. ..........sscccsseeeereeseeesseeeeenens 161 | 


ANNEX D ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ..........ceeee 165 








TABLE OF CONTENTS (continued) 


ANNEX E COORDINATION WITH OTHER UNITS ............. 168 
ANNEX F PRECOMBAT INSPECTION CHECKLIST ........ 170 
ANNEX G CONTINGENCY PLANS .........ccccscssesteeeeeneneensees 180 
ANNEX H ARMOR LEADER 

| STANDARD UNIFORM .........cccsessseetesee ene 183 | 


| ANNEX I OPERATIONAL TERMS ..........:cssssessseseneseenees 185 | 
GLOSSARY 








PREFACE 


Every leader holds a responsibility for improving and maintaining 
combat readiness of his unit. Fundamental to achieving this goal are 
thorough knowledge and complete understanding of the unit’s SOP. 
This SOP standardizes routine procedures for combat operations, 
CS, and CSS within the tank platoon. It applies at all times except 
when modified by platoon or higher orders. 


All platoon personnel should read, understand, and comply with 
the provisions of this SOP. As a minimum, all TCs should maintain a 
copy of the SOP at all times. 


You may adapt any part of this SOP as needed to fit your 
mission requirements. The SOP, however, is not a substitute for 
thorough understanding of platoon doctrine or for demanding tactical 
training. Use it as a supplement to the tank platoon field manual (FM 
3-20.15) and mission training plan (ARTEP 17-237-10-MTP) and 
other materials to enhance your training programs. 


Users can make suggestions on how to improve this SOP. 
Record comments and recommendations on DA Form 2028 and 
send the form to the following address: 


Commander, US Army Armor Center 

Directorate of Training and Doctrine Development 
ATTN: ATZK-TD (Doctrine) 

Fort Knox, Kentucky 40121-5000. 





ST 3-20.153 3 


